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Pepa Casado D’Amato runs the Observatorio de 
Tendencias del Hábitat at the Instituto de Tecnología 
Cerámica (ITC), a centre for research into trends in 
private and public space. As well as holding a degree in 
Publicity and Public Relations she is a freelance journalist 
specialised in design, trends and culture. 
“In recent decades the 
concept of home has 
been reconsidered in 
the light of new values 
that have penetrated 
modern societies”
Over recent decades, radical sociodemographic transformations have taken 
place: the ways of sharing family space have been fragmented and new relational 
paradigms have appeared; senior citizens form an increasingly large segment of 
the population; the growth of cities is of exponential importance; and the values 
and cultural features that define lifestyles are undergoing huge adjustments due 
to the effects of the media and new technologies. At a sociological and anthro-
pological level, these changes are translated into the way in which human beings 
inhabit and experience space, both public and private.
Home in progress
How do changes in families affect the spaces and objects 
we use and inhabit? As the concept of family changes, cities 
grow and lifestyles are transformed, our demands on space 
and products also change. Architecture and interior design 
should be receptive to such transformations and adapt in 
order to offer appropriate solutions to new ways of life.
7 Arkimera, Layout, 2012. 
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WHAT ARE THEY LIKE? WHAT DO THEY VALUE AT HOME?
I AM 
MY fAMILY
One-person homes, in which 
personal independence is of 
primary importance. This group 
includes singles and LATS (Living 
Apart Together).
Houses and products that reflect 
their personality, with a high 
presence of technology. Other 
preferences are the functionality 
and flexibility of spaces, and 
the products that facilitate their 
everyday acts. 
SIngLE MOTHERS 
bY CHOICE
Women who choose to be single 
mothers. Even though the single-
parent family model isn't new, 
it is now a desired option, no 
longer the result of separations or 
widowhood.
Closely related to the lifestyle 
of this type of family unit, these 
inhabitants want to live in flexible 
homes, that avoid at all times 
the creation of hierarchies and 
help set up dialogue among the 
members of the home.
 
fAMILY Of TWO This new model of home is 
the faithful reflection of a new 
mentality, known in sociological 
studies as a couple without 
children, where each couple is 
a world in itself, based on the 
aspirations and desires of their 
members.
The inhabitants of this family 
unit are usually young and 
very active, so therefore seek 
spaces and products that favour 
user participation and are 
customisable. 
THE nEgOTIATIng 
fAMILY
The appearance of the negotiating 
family is the corollary of a new 
conjugal pact between parents, 
characterised by consensus 
and the conciliation of different 
interests and visions between 
spouses. 
In this family model the balance 
between individual spaces (that 
strive for this individualisation) 
and common spaces (that seek 
relaxed atmospheres able to 
reflect the new relations between 
parents and children) is especially 
important.  
THE RECOnSTRUCTED 
fAMILY
Also known as the reorganised 
family, as a result of extended 
collateral kinship networks, where 
children from different marriages 
live together. Sociologists believe 
that this family model will be the 
most frequent in the next few 
decades. 
Flexibility and the possibility that 
spaces and products may change 
and adapt will be a priority. Family 
members who only spend a few 
days a week or a month in the 
house become 'travelling children'. 
MY OTHER  
fAMILY
This concept of home refers to 
habitable centres where there 
is no blood relation, yet the ties 
between members are close and 
not provisional but longer-term 
options. 
In this shared home it's important 
that all members of the family unit 
have their own habitable space. 
However, common spaces become 
coveted areas on account of the 
number of activities they host. The 
products sought are cheap and 
simple.
typologies of families and needs of tHe Home
most inflUential faCtoRs on CHanges 
in families in eURope2
aCCoRding to expeRts aCCoRding to pUbliC opinion 
• Incorporation of women to the 
labour market 
• Low fertility rates 
• Gender equality
• Increased life expectancy
• Higher divorce rate
• Young people's difficulty in 
finding jobs 
women: 
• Difficulties for women to enter the labour market
• General problems surrounding relations between men and women
yoUng people:
• High cost of housing 
• Increase in abusive contracts
• Descent in birth rate
middle-aged people:
• Cutbacks in social policies
65+:
• Increase in separations and divorces
With the growth of cities, certain functions of the home move into the public 
environment. As a result, nomadism will become increasingly important, the 
development of teleworking will influence everyday lives and issues such as in-
termodal movements will acquire greater significance.
the postmodern family
Following the social changes that have taken place since the nineteen sixties, in 
recent decades the concept of home has been reconsidered in the light of new 
values that have penetrated modern societies. Broadly speaking, we now face 
multimodal families that differ from the traditional model of nuclear families. 
Today there are multiple types of families, and ‘these families resemble families 
in msny ways, but their family life is unlike the European norm. The modern 
concept of family is, in other words, broad. Maybe the best definition of family 
today is two people, or several who live together “mostly” and who are related 
through love, civil codes or blood’.1 
The main changes produced by all these factors influencing the family nu-
cleus have been:
— Fragmentation of family models. In spite of the fact that the nuclear family 
is still that of the majority, the new family models that emerge have different 
ways of living and consequently different preferences and needs.
— Reduction of the average size of homes due to low birth rates endemic in 
developed countries. 
— Birth of the concept of shared home applied to a more equal way of designing 
homes that occasionally corresponds to families without consanguinity.
1 Copenhaguen Institute 
for Futures Studies, 
Family Life and Daily Life 
towards 2017. [Online]. 
Copenhaguen, 2014. 
[Accessed: 1 July 2014]. 
Available at: http://
www.cifs.dk/doc/
medlemsrapporter/
mr2006_4_en_safe.pdf
2 María Rosario Sánchez 
Morales, Las familias del 
futuro, Grupo de Estudios 
sobre Tendencias 
Sociales, Editorial 
Sistema, Madrid, 2006.
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One of the principles of postmodernism is the denial of absolute values and 
the acceptance of difference and plurality. As a result, it lays the foundations for 
the acceptance of an unlimited number of ways of life and consequently of fam-
ily models. The postmodern family emerges in Europe, above all in Scandinavia, 
in the nineteen sixties. The idea that there is only one family model disappears 
with postmodern philosophy, and the family institution is fragmented into a 
multiplicity of probable cases: single mothers, same-sex marriages, one-person 
homes, cohabitation, etc.
architecture for new lifestyles
At present there is quite a gulf between the changes we are experiencing and 
their reflection in habitats. In other words, our way of thinking, our values and 
the new models of family and family life that have emerged are not reflected in 
the houses, products or cities in which we live.
The changes in the family models and values that prevail in these new social 
structures pave the way for a new experience that, often outside of official chan-
nels and the market, present proposals that are more open and adapted to new 
ways of understanding homes and houses.
Taking as our basis the classification of new housing proposals that appeared 
in the publication entitled Nuevas Formas de Habitar,3 we have searched for 
projects that update these categories and examine their current validity. While 
some of the concepts like flexibility and adaptation over time have been ex-
plored in architecture for a number of years, only now do we see real projects 
that they have made a place for themselves in the residential market.
Besides sustainability and flexibility that improve the well-being and com-
fort of dwellers, innovation in houses isbased on other elements. Among these 
additional features are the growing importance of the protection of residents 
(the development of a healthy home that doesn’t only protect but provides physi-
cal and psychic benefits for people); the possibilities of experimentation (un-
derstanding the house as a place for everyday creativity, which is particularly 
important after the development of the digital home); and self-fulfilment in the 
home (where houses become expression of individuals and their achievements 
in life).
The Catalogue House
The catalogue house is a house that is highly customised, from the materials 
and finishes to the layout of the partition walls and functional elements, and 
even the outer façade. The increase in number of choices has been favoured by 
advances in construction that enable the creation of more open spaces inside 
buildings, and the variation of external elements thanks to the mechanical sys-
tems of the façade.
Prefabricated or modular construction elements and industrialised serial 
systems have been developed to enable the customisation and adaptation of 
more and more elements of homes to different groups or families.
Strategies. As mentioned, the strategies to achieve this customisation are 
prefabricated and serial construction systems in the form of units, sometimes 
unfinished, that allow flexible arrangements of the different elements in the 
home (such as the placing of partition walls, damp or functional areas, etc.)
Prefabrication in architecture is one of the variations of the business model 
that allows occupants to customise their homes to hitherto undreamt of levels. 
The Minicube firm has created a simple constructive system that allows houses 
to be completely personalised in terms of size, layout, spaces, finishes, etc.
The Dream House 
A whole series of proposals address people’s emotional needs, bringing ideal and 
dream houses to life. Having lived the American dream of individual houses 
with gardens and swimming pools for a very long time, now new utopian homes 
are becoming more feasible (in terms of price) and more sustainable (in terms of 
resources such as the use of land).
Strategies. This is one of the most experimental fields in contemporary hous-
ing construction, and has been explored in depth both in single-family homes 
and in institutional buildings. Paradoxically, these artistic proposals are materi-
alising thanks to competitions organised by local and regional administrations 
for official protection housing.
The design for Cliff House conceptual home is based on the premises of mak-
ing the most of space and environmental adaptation. Yet, beyond its rationalist 
approach it is an imaginative exercise that places the home in impossible sur-
roundings where landscape plays a key role in the creation of a dream house.
1 Modscape, Cliff House conceptual home, 2014.
3 Silvia M. Rodríguez Vive, 
et al. Nuevas Formas de 
Habitar, Monografico 
OTH/1, Observatorio de 
Tendencias del Hàbitat, 
Comunidad Valenciana, 
April 2009.
“At present there is quite a 
gulf between the changes we 
are experiencing and their 
reflection in habitats”
1 Minicube prefabricated model, 2013.
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The Perfectible House
The perfectible house is the house that can be altered and improved throughout 
its useful life. To begin with it is very basic and its features, which are totally 
accessible, can be installed and repaired at no great cost. Its components are 
simply conceived, enabling occupants to interact with them with the help of a 
manual of use, installation and repair, known as DIY (Do It Yourself). 
Strategies. Perfectibility (a term coined in Spanish as perfectibilidad by ar-
chitect Ignacio Paricio) is related to structures that allow for large spaces, fa-
çades with equidistant gaps, light partition walls and mobile elements. Such fa-
cilities are easy to transform, in other words, they are accessible and registrable, 
and susceptible of being repaired and updated from common spaces, corridors, 
courtyards or façades. In interiors, partition walls, false ceilings or registrable 
floors create movable room dividers.
WikiHouse is an open code system thanks to which anyone can design, print 
and build a house. The system allows improvements to be made on pre-existing 
houses and enables extra space and functions to be added according to needs.
The non-Hierarchical House
A non-hierarchical house is one that tries to resolve inequalities among indi-
viduals in its interior, where all members of the household are equally important 
and therefore enjoy the same amount of space and possibilities, as both the com-
munal and individual life of each member of the group are promoted.
Furthermore, this sort of house facilitates the sharing of housework by mak-
ing it visible, encouraging relations between members of the family and en-
abling shared use of the spaces of everyday household chores. It also favours 
accessibility, making life easy for the elderly and the disabled, and helping with 
daily actions such as entering the home with shopping trolleys or buggies.
Strategies. Recommendations for a non-hierarchical house include bearing 
in mind that the home is a place of work, and consequently designing work 
and storage spaces, encouraging visibility and sharing kitchen chores, avoiding 
minimal spaces that favour individual work. Integrating kitchen and dining 
areas away from living rooms furnishes two communal spaces for household 
members. If living rooms become shared leisure spaces, dining-room kitchens 
can welcome workspaces. The non-hierarchical spaces created should all be of 
roughly the same size (10 square metres minimum) to ensure that their uses are 
interchangeable. Bathrooms should be located in such a way as to save space and 
favour the greatest number of simultaneous uses. There should also be enough 
storage space, which will also be of flexible use if it opens on to corridors. Fi-
nally, there should be more privacy and therefore less inconvenience between 
adjoining homes.
La Sécherie is a house designed by Boskop architecture office and built by 
La Nantaise d’Habitations, a property developer specialising in social housing. 
The premise of the project was to create non-hierarchical spaces, therefore all 
rooms are the same shape (square) and size (16 square metres), and the concept 
of bedroom suite disappears.
Collective blocks
So far, communal or collective areas in blocks of houses have barely been ex-
plored, although a number of very interesting projects were designed in the mid-
twentieth century when institutions fostered architects’ interest in this type of 
housing. However, the subsequent privatisation of construction led to the wan-
ing of this interest. 
Today, the functional use of communal areas is valued again, in terms of 
sustainability (resources, recycling), house extensions (garages, box rooms) or 
with social ends (meeting and leisure areas, gyms, libraries). While in the first 
two examples the design of communal spaces is more generalised, in the third 
we come cross more experimental projects that are usually conceived for specific 
collectives. 
Strategies. We use the term intermediate spaces to refer to paths, galleries, 
porches, arcades and accessible roof terraces. Their multiple uses, which vary ac-
cording to the weather, natural light and the activities they stage, make living in 
cities more agreeable. These are relational places that link the private and public 
spheres and therefore promote socialisation.
Springhill Cohousing is a shared housing system with common areas that in-
clude dining rooms, hen coops, kitchen gardens, etc. These areas occupy a great 
part of the complex and decisions concerning their architecture, facilities and 
operation are made jointly by all members of the community.
The nucleus House
Two factors have a bearing influence on the design of this kind of house. On the 
one hand, their reduced size; on the other, their flexibility. Grouping the func-
tional areas of the house together (kitchen, bathroom and storage areas) is a way 
of reducing building costs and liberating spaces in the rest of the house, which 
may be open-plan or divided into sections. In all cases, spaces are flexible and 
adapt to users, who may arrange or vary their layout according to their needs.
Strategies. Most of the functions of the nucleus house are centralised, al-
though the nucleus doesn’t necessarily have to be in the centre of the home. In 
fact, it can even act as a divider between two homes, sharing the piping and 
1 Architecture00, Espians, Momentum 
and FabHub, WikiHouse, 2012.
1 Boskop, La Sécherie, Nantes (France), 2009.
5 Cohousing Company Ltd., Springhill Cohousing, 
Gloucestershire (United Kingdom), 2002-2014. 
Photo: United Diversity.
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acting as soundproofing, or even become the social heart of the homes. The 
remaining non-functional space may be open-plan, as it does not need complex 
facilities, or else have flexible partitions that will allow different functions to be 
performed according to the needs of each moment of the day. 
The key features of the houses in the Quinta Monroy development (kitchens, 
bathrooms and other facilities) are built in 30 square metres. If necessary, oc-
cupants may subsequently build extensions to the houses using the intermediate 
spaces provided for in the initial project.
The 3-D House
Technological and computer advances enable professional architects to design 
complex buildings made up of three-dimensional housing units. Thanks to these 
habitable units the domestic space is taken full advantage of, moving from the 
two-dimensional to the three-dimensional plane.
Strategies. Technological advances in the field of construction systems and 
the increasingly complex software for architectural projects offer various ways 
of making up for the lack of space. Thus, three-dimensional houses are designed 
that fit perfectly in intricate interiors. The variety of resulting units helps them 
adapt to users’ different needs.
The Smartbox is a Meccano system made up of stackable modular elements, 
which allows for various combinations of units to meet the needs and size of its 
occupants—from single-person houses to homes for large families.
The Mobile House
The revival of mobile (i.e. transportable) houses is due to the growing number 
of provisional homes and their lower cost in comparison with dwelling houses. 
These solutions adapt to more creative and flexible lifestyles. At present they are 
still somewhat experimental designs, some of which are used for second homes.
Strategies. Mobile houses are designed as prefabricated systems, most of 
which are simple to assemble, dismantle and transport. Mobile homes can range 
from conventional types (with structures that resemble those of single-family 
houses or apartments that can be transported at a minimum cost) and vehicle 
houses to designs as unexpected as suit houses.
Berlin’s Huettenpalast Hotel is conceived as an interior space in which each 
room is a caravan, and the interior of each caravan is designed by a different 
studio. The fascination with mobile homes is renewed to meet new needs such 
as city and intercity nomadism, thus giving rise to different ways of understand-
ing the home that are less rooted in space. Such new lifestyles are explored at 
individual level, as exemplified by the Gypsy Wagon Home, a personal design for 
a mobile home.
new times, new design tools
The new family types previously mentioned (I am my family, single mother by 
choice, the reconstructed family, etc.) reflect changes in people’s values and life 
habits. The architectural proposals we have just discussed clearly illustrate how 
social demands affect our immediate surroundings thanks to new ways of in-
habiting space. Other critically important issues are changing within families, 
and the aging of the population, the increasingly active role played by women in 
the labour market, the spread of teleworking to the home and to public spaces, 
nomadism and city life also demand solutions from the fields of architecture 
and design. What is clear is that our life is increasingly urban and the popula-
tion of cities is growing. 
By the year 2050, roughly 70% of the world’s population will live in cities.4 
Whether large or medium-sized, cities will play a decisive role in the future 
and provide their inhabitants with adequate conditions for their development—
housing and services, but also jobs and mobility, socialisation and leisure, public 
participation platforms and measures against social exclusion and in favour of 
diversity.
In this context, the home transcends the physical space of the house. Now-
days, certain activities that used to be performed in the private sphere take place 
in the public realm. The Furnivehicle project designed by Atelier Bow Wow and 
presented at the last Venice Architecture Biennale explores this idea of nomad-
ism in a product that is halfway between garden furniture and mobile home, and 
1 Elemental, Quinta Monroy houses, Iquenque, Chile, 2013. 
1 Holland Composites BV, Smartbox, 
The Netherlands, 2013.
1 Libby and Tristan, Gypsy Wagon Home. 
Photo: Lea LSF.
5 Huettenpalast Hotel, Berlin, 2011. 
Photo: Jan Brockhaus.
4 ‘World Urbanization 
Prospects. The 2007 
Revision,’ United Nations 
Organisation, 26 February 
2008.
“In this context, the home 
transcends the physical space 
of the house. nowdays, certain 
activities that used to be 
performed in the private sphere 
take place in the public realm”
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1 Atelier Bow Wow, Furnivehicle, 2008. Image courtesy of Fondazione La 
Biennale di Venezia. This project explores the idea of urban nomadism. 
1 Thomas Walde for Postfossil, Shoes, books and a bike, 2012.
3 Heri & Salli, Flederhaus, 2010. The Flederhaus in Vienna is a 
recreational space that takes relaxation to the public space.
1 Tommi Moilanen for Electrolux, Mobile 
Induction Heat Plate, 2011.
which enables different activities to be performed in motion. So cities will have 
to embrace more activities and fulfil more needs, and urban nomadism is an ex-
pression of these new lifestyles. Some towns, like Vienna, anticipate how design 
can transform public space into an unprecedented framework of social relations. 
In this way, the mobile benches of the Flederhaus installation have turned the 
Museum Quarter into a relational space for all sorts of activities, including work, 
rest, leisure, nutrition, etc.
The changes in families, lifestyles, modes of mobility and new models of 
work will bring about new challenges related to the concept of urban nomad-
ism. The disciplines of design and town planning are beginning to come up with 
design agents that will meet these new needs. Projects such as Shoes, books and 
a bike are conceived to favour intermodality in urban space, where the bicycle 
as a means of transport is increasingly important. Others, such as the Mobile 
Induction Heat Plate, start from the idea of moving the kitchen to public space, 
and even creating a moving kitchen without physical barriers.
Family structures and lifestyles are relaxed. Postmodernism entailed the 
fragmentation of family units, and opened the doors to different ways of under-
standing life, work, free time …
All these changes are beginning to reflect new conceptions of home and city, 
understood as a space for social and communal living. In this reality, designs 
become chameleonic and are able to perform different functions, outside of their 
usual contexts, adapting to new circumstances and suggesting alternative ways 
of living. These designs embrace the key principle that, rather than being fin-
ished products, homes are living, dynamic constructions that are continually 
changing, and their design is a tool that reflects this change.
